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Georg, decided to go off in a different direction on his own
account. He travelled more to the westward, crossed the
great Meta tributary of the Orinoko, and finally, after tra-
versing the lofty mountains to the west of the Meta,
ascended on to the plateau of Bogota, and there met one of
the great Spanish conquistadors, DON GONZALO XIMENES

DE  QUESADA.

Quesada was a great hero of Spanish discovery, and
is as remarkable in his way as either Cortes or Pizarro.
Like them, he discovered and conquered a celebrated
Amerindian state or confederation, that of the Chibchas,
which centred on the plateau of Bogota, now the metro-
politan district of the great republic of Colombia. This
wonderful region, called, down to the early nineteenth
century, " New Granada", contained an enormous wealth
of gold, silver, and emeralds, amassed by the Amerin-
dians in their cities and burial places. Out of one town
alone (Tunja) the expedition of Quesada took ^38,258
worth of fine gold and ^7457 worth of rough gold;
^3674 worth of silver and 1815 emeralds. SEBASTIAN
DE BELALCAZAR had marched from northern Peru through
Ecuador into New Granada, and when these two com-
manders were joined by the expedition of Federmann
they journeyed together down the River Magdalena to the
seacoast, leaving Hernan de Quesada, the brother of the
conquistador, in command at BogotcL

This man brutally murdered the young Amerindian
chief of Bogota, much loved by his native subjects, as
well as three other chiefs, in order to overawe the natives
into humble submission to the Spanish garrison at Bogotd,
whilst he went off on his own account to seek for the
House of the Sun and the wonderful kingdom of El
Dorado. But he only wandered through desolate forests